MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HOLYWELL-CUM-NEEDINGWORTH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 4th JULY 2017 AT 7.30PM IN MILLFIELDS PAVILION

PRESENT:
Cllr J Neish (Chairman)
                       Cllr C Pearce 
Cllr C Border

Cllr R Fountain
Cllr A Holloway
Cllr L Macrae
Cllr E MacPherson
Cllr S Mortlock`
Cllr I Neve
Cllr C Norman

Cllr G Norman 
Cllr A Whyte
Cllr M Williamson
Miss J Bowd (Parish Clerk)
IN ATTENDANCE:
There were 2 members of the public present.
37.     Apologies. 
         To receive and accept Apologies for Absence.
          CCC K Reynolds
38.     Declarations of Interest. 
         To receive Declarations of Interest – Personal and/or prejudicial and the nature of those interests relating to items on the agenda.
          None

39.     Minutes.
         To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th June 2017.

 Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th June 2017 be signed by the 

 Chairman as being a true and correct record.  (Prop Cllr MacPherson , 2nd Cllr G Norman).

40.    To receive a presentation from ALDI regarding potential development 

         Stocks Bridge Way. 
         Maximum time 15 minutes
Mr A Close and Mr C Smith presented a proposal to members for an ALDI to be located on Stocksbridge Way. He outlined the proposal and ALDI offering. 80% food retail 20 % non-food, seasonal promotions.

Started discussions with HDC in 2014, requirement for 2 acres of land to accommodate building 1254sqm plus 110-130 car parking spaces. No town centre locations available. Although they are aware of highways issues no major roadworks are scheduled for the development. 5000 house letter drop will be undertaken shortly and it is hoped that planning consent will be approved by the end of 2017.

Councillors asked questions around the infrastructure specifically the pinch point for traffic at the Harrison Way roundabout that will undoubtedly affect access to any supermarket site should it be approved. This was acknowledged but it will not be for the developers to address, the only request so far from planners has been that the entrance to the site be moved as far as possible away from the roundabout to allow more space for cars to queue.

It was expected that if planning consent given that the store will be built early 2018.
41.    To receive a presentation: Needingworth Fire Walk 16th September 2017

          Maximum time 10 minutes.

Mr P Cooper spoke regarding an event that the local history group wish to put on to mark the 170 anniversary of the fire in Needingworth.
Whilst he can organise a small scale walk on the day he wished to invite the Parish Council to get involved and make the event a village day. He also requested permission to get the map of the fire held by the Parish Council scanned. Provisionally the Pavilion has been booked for Saturday & Sunday.

Cllr Williamson spoke about the 150 anniversary celebrations and the ownership of the restored maps and prints.

Cllr Neish proposed that the Council support an event and asked that it be taken to the Planning & finance committee for next stage of planning the event. (Prop Cllr Holloway, 2nd Cllr MacPherson) All in favour.

Mr Cooper is to liaise with the Clerk prior to committee meeting.

42.   Public Forum
To allow any member of the public to address the council. Time Allowed 10 minutes
A representative from Needingworth Colts spoke about the request for installation of flood lights at Millfields to allow evening training. She spoke about the success of the club which is expanding to 12 teams this season and the requirement to hire the 3G courts at St Ives for training. As the matter was to be debated later on the agenda (item 51 (i)) she stated that she was happy to answer any questions.

Cllr Pearce asked what the proposal was for getting the caballing down to the pitch was. The reply was that an underground cable would be laid with a separate meter for charging of the electricity used. All work would be checked by a qualified electrician.
43.   District and County Councillor Reports

        To receive verbal reports from district and county councillors
District Councillor M Francis offered apologies on behalf of Cllr R Carter and advised members that Cllr Carter had also been elected as Vice Chairman of HDC.

Cllr Francis confirmed that the application for development at Churchside Holywell was still ongoing and that comments could still be lodged with HDC. If or when a date is known for the matter to go before DMC he will advise the Clerk as soon as possible.

He appraised the transformation strategy for HDC advising that the 2 threads involved the need to make the District Council more efficient to allow for a balanced budget. Potentially there will be no central funding by 2020 so this was imperative.

Secondly the need to treat members of the public and Parish Councils as ‘customers’ has been identified. He is advocating a single point of contact for departments as a way forward.

44.   Policing

44.1 Neighbourhood Policing Team – Any Issues and Concerns.
Clerk confirmed that 4 appointments had been made with PCSO to deal with tree vandalism but that all had not been kept.

Cllr Francis offered to assist with any Policing issues when possible.
45.  Clerk’s Report

       To receive written report.

Meeting Dates: –

 5th September 2017 – Full council.

18th July 2017- Committees: Environment, consultation Planning & Finance

       Items to report.

· Reported vehicle 13/6/17 to Police following information from resident. Yellow Mercedes van WR53 FKM acting in suspicious manner driving around village.

· 15/6/17 Defibrillator training held at village hall 19 people attended.

· HSA Fun run took place 24th June at Millfields. Email of thanks for help with preparation of the site received from organisers and to Council for allowing the event.

· Road Closures/works as advised by CCC.

Cadent Gas limited mill way Needingworth give & take 05-jul-2017 07-jul-2017 lay new domestic service 4m from main in nearside footway 

cadent gas limited silver lane Needingworth give & take 10-jul-2017 14-jul-2017 eagc180025 - lay 42m 63mm pe service to a 3/4" ecv in cadent suppliedsemi con box

46. To note minutes of the following committees:

(i) Planning & Finance 20th June 2017.  

          Noted

(ii) Leisure Facilities 20th June 2017.
          Clerk asked to check attendees as Cllrs Mortlock and Cllr Fountain are not listed.
          Noted

(iii) H.R. 20th June 2017.

          Noted

47.    Finance and Risk

47.1.   To approve accounts for Payment as at 4th July 2017. 
            Resolved: That the accounts for payment totalling £7246.55 be approved. (Prop Cllr 

            MacPherson, 2nd Cllr Holloway) All in favour.
47.2    To approve the following payments within the clerk’s delegated powers:

          (i) Ibbetts strimmer attachment for Sthil multi tool £155.02

         (ii) Ridgeon’s desk fans £11.98

  Resolved: That the payments made within the clerk’s delegated powers be approved.

  All in favour (prop Cllr G Noman, 2nd Cllr Holloway)

47.3   To the Bank Reconciliation as at.7th June 2017.

          Noted
47.4   To note the budget report of 26th June 2017.

                  Noted
47.5   To approve the village hall risk assessment.
          Cllr Neish asked who had compiled the assessment and if they were ‘competent’.

He also spoke of his concerns that some of the Fire & Risk control measures had been left blank. The records of the test have not been seen by Council.

Cllr neve stated that time scales should be recorded for the tests especially in light of the recent tragic events in London.

Cllr Fountain said that any queries should be addressed to the Village Hall Secretary.

Resolved: That the village hall risk assessment is not accepted until the points of concern are clarified.(Prop Cllr Neish 2nd Cllr Holloway) 12 in favour 1 abstention.

47.6   To ratify the decision of the Planning & finance committee 20th June 2017 to 

                    purchase a speed warning sign.
Cllr Holloway spoke to say that despite having been on the Planning & Finance committee he felt that road roundels would be a better measure to help reduce speed in this location.

Cllr Fountain reiterated that he considers that a grant should be applied for to fund this project.
Resolved: That the decision of the planning & finance committee to purchase a speed warning sign be ratified. (Prop Cllr Pearce, 2nd Cllr Neve) All in favour.

Cllr Fountain proposed an amendment to apply for a grant. This was not seconded.

47.7   To approve 2017 Annual report- wording and printing costs.

Clerk stated that this was a draft that required proof reading and also that the Chairman needed to approve his report but was the basis of the document for consideration and approval.
Cllr Neish stated he felt that it should be printed in colour to benefit the impact of the photographs.

Resolved: That the quote of £215 from Impressions be accepted for 1100 colour copies.

(Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr MacPherson) All in favour.

48. Planning
         48.1.  To consider the following applications received:
                 (i)  Application ref: 17/01077/FUL 14 New homes. Land adjacent to Fair View 

                      and Victoria House Bluntisham Road Needingworth.
Cllr Neve asked the architect who was present what the 2 alternative designs/layout were and why these had not come before Council.

In reply he was advised that this was to demonstrate the process that had been gone through to get to the application stage.

Members raised concerns over the possibility of right to buy propertied being sold on at inflated prices and outside of the scope of the covenant placed on the rural exemption site.

Cllr Pearce spoke regarding the number of properties and also why the large properties were to be sold at market price as this meant that larger families could not be helped by this development.

Cllr MacPherson asked if the concerns raised by neighbours had been addressed.

Both the Architect and District Cllr Francis confirmed that this was the case.

Resolved: that the application be accepted with comments regarding the restrictive covenant linking to local people to be in perpetuity, and the need to retain the properties at ‘affordable’ level.

(Prop Cllr Neve, 2nd Cllr G Norman) All in favour.
               (ii)  Application ref. 17/01200/TREE Wellingtonia (T18) Fell and replace

                     6a Church Street Needingworth.
Clerk provided photographs supplied by property owner showing impact of the tree on their home.

Resolved: That the application to fell and replant with native tree be approved. (Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr MacPherson) 10 in favour, 2 against, 1 abstention.
               (iii)  Application ref: 17/01085/HHFUL Erection of garden office,

                      Old Farm, Back lane Holywell.

                      Cllr Border considered that the location was very close to neighbour’s property.

Cllr Pearce asked what type of business was being operated form the office which could impact on its suitability and the planning reasons.

Cllr Williamson felt that the neighbours’ concerns should be taken into consideration.

Resolved; That the application be declined based on lack of information and possible impact on neighbouring property. (Prop Cllr Pearce 2nd Cllr Holloway) 12 in favour 1 abstention.
                (iv)  Application ref: 17/01154/FUL Construct detached dormer bungalow.

 Land at 8 Hawkes Lane Needingworth
 Clerk confirmed that there was 1 comment lodged on HDC website in favour of the   

 proposed development.
                       Resolved: That the application be approved. (Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr Fountain) 

                       All in favour.

.
(v)  Application Ref: 17/01249/HHFUL Proposed new entrance porch and single 

       storey boot  room extension.

       17 Daintree Needingworth.

                       Resolved: That the application be approved. (Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr G Norman) 

                       All in favour.

48.2   To note the following application on which the Parish Council are not being 

           consulted:

(i)  Application Ref: 17/01315/NMA Amendment to application 16/02193/HHFUL 

       - reduce size of extension by approx. 30% by the omission of one room (the 

         snug)

      12 Beldams Needingworth St Ives PE27 4TY

                       Noted
         48.3. To note the following applications that have been approved.

                 (i) Application Ref: 17/00602/HHFUL & 17/00603/LBC

                     External and Internal works

                     55 High Street Needingworth.

                     Noted
              (ii)  16/01924/FUL Erection of a building for use as a foodstore and nonfood retail 

unit (within Class A1), along with related access, servicing, parking, petrol filling station and landscaping.

Land West Of Five Acres Farm Harrison Way St Ives

 Noted
         48.4. To consider letter advising of amendments to Churchside planning application 

                  17/00867/HHFUL.
   Chairman thanked the Clerk for collecting document from HDC offices earlier in the day.

   Members queried exactly what the amended drawings were proposing but felt that    nothing changed the original decision to decline the application.

   Resolved: That the amended application be declined. Clerk to comment that the Parish  

   Council’s original reasons still stand. Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr Fountain) 

   All in favour
         48.5. To note letter of apology from ShedKM dated 8th June 2017

                 Noted
49. Village Hall.

 49.1. To receive a report from the representative of the Village Hall Trust.    
          Cllr Fountain stated that there was nothing to report. Next meeting of VHT to be held 

          next month.

 49.2  To receive a report on the Music Festival 2017.

Cllr Fountain stated that the event had been very successful. It had been well attended on both days and that the feedback had been positive.
Cllr MacPherson thanked the office and grounds staff for their heard work in preparing the site which looked wonderful.

Cllr Pearce confirmed that the feedback he had received was that it was a good event.

Cllr Holloway asked if the Clerk could confirm for next year if the organisers are permitted to take photographs of the boundary fences for use in the event of any complaints of damage as this seemed to be questioned as to its legality.
50.Environment.

     50.1  To note the response from HDC tree officer regarding Beech Tree St John’s 
               Churchyard and agree any actions.
               Clerk asked to write to tree officer stating that the Council consider the tree is a risk and 

               that if HDC do not support request to fell then they should organise and pay for the echo 

               sounding.
               Noted
     50.2   To note the report of motorbikes using the Falklands Walk and agree any action.

               Noted
     50.3   To note the email advising of further vandalism The Spinney.

               Noted
     50.4   To note the Public Path Diversion Order FP2.

               Noted
51. Millfields.
(i) To consider request from Needingworth Colts for the installation of floodlights to enable evening training.
A lengthy debate took place with many concerns being raised over matters such as, the need for planning permission, ownership ongoing when repairs required, light pollution and wear and tear on the pitch which would be considerable if being used regularly in winter months for training.

Cllr Pearce stated that historically he had supported the Colts and their requests however he felt this was a step too far. The cabling alone would require approx 450 metres of trench over established playing area and a new circuit being installed into the existing 3 phase supply.

Cllr Mortlock was concerned that it would pass control away from the Council as owners of the site.

Cllr Neve agreed that the pitch would suffer if played on in wet weather.

Cllr Border asked that it be noted that the Parish Council do support the Colts whenever  possilbe.

           Resolved: That the request be declined. (Prop Cllr Holloway 2nd Cllr Mortlock) 

           11 in favour.2 abstentions
(ii) To approve pitch layout, Needingworth Colts 2017/18 season.
The proposal was for 1 extra pitch taking the total to 7.

Cllr Pearce felt that the wear and tear around the cricket wicket would be considerable and that if right hand lower pitch was rotated through 90 degrees then the additional pitch could be accommodated in that area.

Cllr MacPherson asked what size constituted a full size pitch.

Cllr Holloway expressed concerns over the additional parking problems an additional pitch would bring.

Colts representative spoke to confirm that the home teams are encouraged to use the school facilities for parking but that the club cannot enforce this.

Cllr Pearce asked if a single point of contact could be established for the Colts so that the Clerk was not dealing with multiple representatives.

Cllr Neish raised the matter of reduced income from the club and again queried what constitutes a mini soccer pitch.

Resolved; that the number of pitches be approved. The layout to be reviewed.

Clerk to confirm in writing and set up single point of contact.

Leisure Facilities to discuss charging structure.

(Prop Cllr MacPherson 2nd Cllr Neve) 10 in favour 2 against 1 abstention.

52. Correspondence 

To receive correspondence and agree any actions:-

(i) Horizons Learning Federation routes to school – Holywell
Clerk to clarify preferred route of any pathway.

Noted

(ii) To elect representative to present prizes at Annual village show 5th August 2017.
As the Chairman is unable to attend another representative is required.

Cllr Whyte as Chairman of Environment committee agreed to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
53. Items to report
· Cllr C Norman reported dog fouling along Overcote Lane
· Cllr Mortlock asked if the Clerk had received any reply to letter asking for shrub to be cut back junction of Hawkes Lane/Church Street.

· Cllr Pearce asked if the tractor was operational.

· Cllr Holloway reported a new pile of logs which have been placed on Holywell Front.

· Cllr Holloway also reported the dead tree in Holywell, common land to the rear of The Ferryboat.

· Cllr Neish reported the weeds growing on the highway around the village.

· The Clerk reported that HDC are looking for additional sites for clothing banks.

· The Clerk also reported that the consultation period for the HDC Local Plan to 2036 had opened 3rd July until 25th August. This will require a meeting in August date to be confirmed.

Cllr Neish presented Cllr C Norman with her Councillor training certificate

Being no further business the meeting closed at 9.53PM



                                                                                                                                 Chairman                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                           
Date

